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Annex A: Case Examples in Sport 
Abuse of u16s:

The following cases are examples of situations where prosecutions have been successful as the young people under 16 years of age and are illustrative of the kinds of concerns being brought to CPSU by Sports Governing Bodies.

· A coach who assaulted two promising young female players (aged 15) was jailed for five and a half years. At his trial, evidence was given that the abuse took place over a two year period. On one occasion the coach told his victim “I can’t wait until you are legal. I can’t wait until you are sixteen” In passing sentence the judge said: “you were in a position of trust as a coach and used that opportunity to commit these offences against these girls….you were trusted by them, you were trusted by their parents. You controlled her (the victim) by using her ambitions as a means of exercising that control”. His behaviour was described as “controlling, grooming and predatory”. 

· A former Olympic coach was convicted of sexually abusing a young female (aged 15) he was training. The jury heard evidence that the sexual abuse was carried out under the pretence of being part of the young person's training regime

The cases below are some examples from the CPSU advice service and illustrate the issues being raised by Sports Governing Bodies and reflect two elements of the sexual offences legislation; namely “Abuse of Trust of Position: Sexual Activity with a Child” and “Abuse of Position of Trust: Causing or Inciting a Child to Engage in Sexual Activity”. These examples have been anonymised to protect those involved. 

Abuse of Position of Trust: sexual activity with a child 

· A National Governing Body (NGB) received a number of complaints against the National Coach by members of an under 21 national squad. They alleged the coach was exploiting his position by having sexual relationships with team members. When challenged by the sport, the coach admitted this and internal disciplinary action was taken. He was not prosecuted however as all those involved were over 16 and under 18. If he had been a teacher in a position of responsibility he would have committed an offence. 

· A parent complained to a NGB that a coach had been having sex with their child (female aged 16 when age of consent was 17 (Northern Ireland). The PSNI decided to take no further action but advised the sport that he should no longer coach children. The individual admitted to breaching the sports’ code of conduct and he was banned from that sport. 

· A sports coach (mid 20’s). The coach was charged with the rape of a 17 year old.  He was not convicted but admitted having consensual sex with the girl, which is not illegal under the current legislation. The NGB was concerned the individual had admitted to breaching their code of conduct & banned him from the sport for his actions. He subsequently challenged their decision on the grounds that he had not been convicted of the more serious charge of rape. 

· A female Leader:  A sport received a complaint that a female leader had a sexual relationship with a 17 year old male player. Local social services were informed but were not interested in pursuing the case due to the age of the young person.  An internal investigation was then begun and the coach was suspended pending the outcome of the investigation. 

Abuse of Position of Trust: causing or inciting a child to engage in sexual activity 

· A NGB received a complaint from a parent about a sports coach (mid 40’s) who had been grooming their 17 year old via text messages (the young person had copies of the explicit texts). The coach had also been asking another young person to have a “relationship”.  Social services were informed but took no action due to the age of the young person. The coach was banned from their sport. He has since left this sport but has obtained another sports coaching award from another sport and began coaching another female junior team (he has subsequently been removed from that club). 

· A NGB contacted NSPCC CPSU about a sports coach (mid 30’s) who they discovered had been grooming those he was coaching via internet chat rooms. The Sport has since banned the coach from their sport. 

· A Sports coach (early 30’s) was charged with rape and sexual grooming of a 16 year old who he met when she was 14.  He was not convicted of this offence but admitted to other concerning behaviour and inappropriate contact with the child. The Sport considered the individual to have breached their code of conduct and banned him from the sport. 

In these latter examples the young person was 16 or 17 years old.  In some cases the sporting organisation was sufficiently concerned about the matter to refer it to Police. However, as the young person involved was over the age of consent (which is over 16 years of age in the UK), no action could be taken as no offence had been committed under the law as it currently stands.  Had such a situation arisen within an educational setting, this would have amounted to an abuse of trust under the Sexual Offences legislation and a criminal prosecution considered. 
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